




The Department of Statistics and Tourism Information of the Ministry 
of Tourism (MOT) annually compiles and publishes collected data on 
tourism statistics report. It consists of significant data on the status of 
international visitor arrivals and their average length of stay, domestic 
tourists, and tourism services.

Kingdom of Cambodia riches in a wide variety of cultural and natural 
resources. For cultural tourism there are thousands of millennium-
built temples countrywide, grandeur history of great Khmer empire, 
architectures and arts can be explored and discovered in Siem Reap 
Angkor the home of World Heritage. Precisely, natural based tourism 
and ecotourism can be explored and experienced in southwest i.e. 
unspoiled white-sand beaches, untouched coral islands, the largest 
magnificent mangrove forest in Southeast Asia-and in northeast is the 
home to diverse exotic species of wildlife, flora and fauna, birds, 
national parks (picturesque mountains and forest) which are perfect 
ecotourism experiences. Above all, other unique tourism icon like 
freshwater Mekong River Dolphin found in the northeast of our land a 
home of people with genuine charm and smiling, courtesy and warm
hospitality.

Furthermore, cultural and natural tourism is a dynamic source of the 
influx of visitors who intend to explore and appreciate cultural and 
natural heritages. As a result, in 2008 was witnessed 2.125 million 
international visitors, 5.5% increase compared over 2007. Because of 
the open sky policies produced convenience accesses of land, water 
and air which enable visitors to take their entry-visa on arrival.
 
I believe this 2008 Statistics Report will be a crucial tool for those who 
are conducting research on the tourism industry of Cambodia. Plus 
this statistic will act as fundamental indicator to broaden and 
strengthen tourism strategy in order to attract and retain a 
sustainable tourism growth to Cambodia, Kingdom of Wonder. 

Best wishes,

Dr. Thong Khon
Minister of Tourism  

MESSAGE

Dr. Thong Khon
Minister of  Tourism
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international tourists visited Cambodia; 37.6% were Free Independent Travelers (FIT) and
62.5% were Group Inclusive Travel (GIT).

SOURCE MARKET:

For 2008, the main market share was the Republic of Korea 12.5%, Vietnam 9.9%, Japan 7.7%, 
USA 6.8%, China 6.1%, Thailand 5.1%, the United Kingdom 4.6%, France 4.6%, Australia 4.0%
and Taiwan (China) 3.9%.

DOMESTIC MARKET:

Despites the springy increase of international visitor arrival, all tourist sites throughout the 
country received 6,729,349 million domestic tourists in 2008 increased 15.5%. Siem Reap 
province witnessed 1,195,264 visitors with an increase of 34.0%; particularly Phnom Penh 
received 1,785,442 visitors with a 2.2% increase, coastal areas (range from the provinces of 
Preah Sihanouk, Kampot, Kep and Koh Kong) increased 12.5%. Ascendantly, the Preah 
Sihanouk was the most attractive destination as it increased 38.7% while Kampot decreased
9.4%.

Furthermore; visitors to the Northeast provinces (Kratie, Stung Treng, Rattanakiri and 
Mondulkiri) the ecotourism destinations as a whole increased 19.1%. Remarkably, the visitor
arrivals to this region were not declined.

viii

Executive Summary of 2008 Report

2008 was the year of the world economic downturn and financial crisis in which has highly 
fluctuated the prices of commodity, oil and exchange rate. Because of the world economic
slump and financial crisis had particularly partial impact on tourism industry of Cambodia. 

Remarkably, the first semester of 2008 the visitor arrivals to Cambodia indicated a growth of 
12.6%; and conversely the second semester showed -1.2% decrease compared to the same 
period of 2007. In 2008, there were 2.125 million international visitor arrivals presented an 
increase of 5.5% compared to 2007 in total. Moreover, the international tourist arrivals from all 
regions showed a diverse increase respectively i.e. Asia and the Pacific (+5.7%), ASEAN 
countries (+34.7%), Europe (+11.4%), Americas (+5.2%), Africa (+23.6%); except for Middle 
East indicated -6.9% decrease. As a result, the tourism receipts were USD 1,595 million with
an increase of 13.9%. 

MODE OF ARRIVALS:

BY AIR:

The majority of international visitor arrived by air, accounting for 1,239,407 (58.3%) and 31.5% 
were respectively registered at the Siem Reap International Airport and other 26.9% were 
registered at the Phnom Penh International Airport. Noticeably, the number of tourists traveled 
by air declined -4.4% compared to last year. Air-travelers were from different countries i.e. 
Thailand 16.5%, Vietnam 16.4%, Singapore 5.6%, Malaysia 5.0%, Korea 4.1%, Laos 2.0% and
others 8.7%.

BY LAND AND BOAT:

Overland travelers shared 32.5% and increased 29.6%. In particular, the share of waterways 
was 3.4% with an increase of 64.6% and the share of the same-day visitors was 5.8% with a
decline of 13%.

PURPOSE OF VISIT:

Most of the visitors to Cambodia were 85.1% for leisure and holiday, while 7.5% for businesses, 
2.5% for official travel, 3.2% to see friends and relatives and 1.6% for other purposes.

VISITORS PROFILE:

Males accounted for 62.9% of all international visitor arrivals.

The overall occupation of tourists: employees 20%, businessperson 19.3%, teachers 17.1%,
retired 9.9%, government officials 7.9%, students 13.8% and 12.0% others.

TRAVEL/TRIP PROFILE:

The data of hotel performance in 2008 showed that the overall occupancy grew 62.68% and the 
average length of stay of international tourists increased to 6.65 days. The average expenditure 
of tourists increased USD118.76 per day. In conclusion, 49.87% visitors visited Siem Reap 
Angkor, 50.1% visited Phnom Penh and the rest visited other destinations. Amongst the 
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Tourism Statistics Report 2008 1

International visitor arrivals to Cambodia by months in 2000 - 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by country of residence in 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by regions in 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by purpose of visit by air in 2007 - 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by purpose of visit in 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by purpose of visit by air in 2007 - 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by purpose of visit in 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by mode of arrivals 2007 - 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by purpose of visit by air in 2007 - 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by mode of arrivals 2007 - 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by purpose of visit by air in 2007 - 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia b international border check-points in 2007 - 2008
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Top ten generating market from 2000 - 2008
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Cambodian Outbound Tourist Departures by Int'l Border Check Points in 2006 - 2008
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International Outbound Tourist Departures by Country of Residence in 2008
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International Outbound Tourist Departures by Country of Residence in 2008

Tourism Statistics Report 200814

International Outbound Tourist Departures by Country of Residence in 2008



SECTION I

PHNOM PENH INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT

Tourism Statistics Report 200816

 Major data 1993 - 2008

8RepStaurism



SECTION I

PHNOM PENH INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT

Tourism Statistics Report 200816

 Major data 1993 - 2008

8RepStaurism



Tourism Statistics Report 2008 17

Tourist arrivals to Phnom Penh International Airport by months in 2000 - 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Phnom Penh International Airport by country of residence in 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Phnom Penh International Airport by regions in 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Phnom Penh International Airport by country of residence in 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Phnom Penh International Airport by regions in 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Phnom Penh International Airport by purpose of visit in 2000 - 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Phnom Penh International Airport by residence in 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Phnom Penh International Airport by purpose of visit in 2000 - 2008

Sta Report 20 2Tourism Statistics Report 200820

Tourist arrivals to Phnom Penh International Airport by residence in 2008
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SIEM REAP INTERNATIONAL
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Cambodian overseas arrivals to Cambodia by months in 2000 - 2008
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Cambodian overseas arrivals to Cambodia by months in 2000 - 2008

8RepStaurism



Tourism Statistics Report 2008 23

Tourist arrivals to Siem Reap International Airport by country of residence in 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Siem Reap International Airport by regions in 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Siem Reap International Airport by country of residence in 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Siem Reap International Airport by country of residence in 2008

8RepStaurism



Tourist Arrivals to Siem Reap International Airport in 2007 - 2008
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 Tourist arrivals to Siem Reap by mode of transport in 2007 - 2008
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INTERNATIONAL BORDER CHECK
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Tourist arrivals to Siem Reap province by months in 2002 - 2008
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Tourist arrivals to Siem Reap province by months in 2002 - 2008



Tourism Statistics Report 2008 29

Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by land and boat in 2000 - 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia international border check points by country of residence in 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by international border check points by regions in 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia international border check points by country of residence in 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia by international border check points by regions in 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia international border check points by country of residence in 2008
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Visitor arrivals to Cambodia international border check-points in 2008
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UNIT II

DOMESTIC TOURIST
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Visitor arrivals to international border check points by purpose of visit in 2002 - 2008
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Visitor arrivals to international border check points by purpose of visit in 2002 - 2008
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Cambodian visitor arrivals to provinces and cities in 2002 - 2008

Sta Report 20 3



Tourism
 S

tatistics R
eport 2008

37

International visitor arrivals to provinces and cities in 2002 - 2008
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Cambodian visitors to Siem Reap province by mode of transports in 2007 - 2008
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International visitor arrivals to provinces and cities in 2002 - 2008
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International visitors to Siem Reap province by mode of transports in 2007 - 2008
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UNIT III

TOURISM SERVICES
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Section I: Accommodations
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Section III: Travel Agencies and Tour Operators
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Section II: Restaurants, Massages and Sporting Clubs
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Section III: Travel Agencies and Tour Operators
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Section II: Restaurants, Massages and Sporting Clubs
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Section V: Transportations
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Section IV: Tour Guides
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Section V: Transportations
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Section IV: Tour Guides
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Section V: Transportations




